
Mork Bedord.. . Adolph /Sontho/Nervous Gentlemon
Joe Delofield.. Peter Juhdsz
Jeremy Lowrence................. . ...Philip
Rochel Nopo1eon................ .... poulo
Annie Purcell .. Adele/Dissotisfied Lody
Kurt Rhoods ...... Count
Michoel SchonL .. Young Gentlemon/Mote/Cobmon
Moren Seorle .....Delivery Boy/Thorough Young Lody
John Seidmon .......... Domokos/The Old Genilemon
Jill Tonner ................Arisiocrotic Lody
John Tufis ......... Oscor
Gobro Zockmon................. ............Unossumino Lody/Potient Lody

ACT I

A little shop of men's ond women's foshion in downtown Budopest.

-/nlermission-

ACT II
The Counf's study in fhe odministrotive building of the monorio/ esloie.

-/nfermission-

ACI III
Bock in Juh6sz's shop. /t is o bright sunny outumn morntng.

A Biography of Ferenc Molniir
by Maya Cantu

In the first half of the twentieth century the
Hungarian playwright Ferenc Moln6r rose to
intemational acclaim with his cosmopolitan
fairy tales for adults. Molniir's plays inventively
blended romantic fantasy and sardonic wit;
pointed social satire and polished theatricality.
Best known today for Liliom (the basis of the
classic musical Carousel), The Guardsman,
and The Play's the Thing, Molnhr was
immensely prolific and versatile as a journalist,
short story writer, novelist, and the author of
forty-two plays.

Born as Ferenc Neumann on January 12,
1878 to a middle-class Hungarian-Jewish
family, Moln6r grew up amid the elegant
milieu of Habsburg-era Budapest. Abandoning
his early legal studies, Moln6r defiantly
embarked on a career in journalism. At a time
when Budapest's newspapers set the pulse of
a bustling, young metropolis, Mo1n6r quickly
established himself as one of Hungary's most
distinguished journalists. Often writing from
his table at Budapest's NewYork Cafd-where
he wittily presided over a bohemian circle
known as the "New York Crowd"-Mo1n6r
created works ranging from his naturalistic
novel, The Hungry City (1901) to his hit farce,
The Lawyer (1902).

In 1907, the writer broke out as the first
intemationally famous Hungarian playwright.
The year marked the publication of The
Paul Street Boys, Molnhr's classic novel of
Budapest 'Juvenile street-gang warfare," as
well as the sensational success ofhisplay The
Devil. A risqu6 comedy of intrigue, blending
motifs from Faust and, Freud, the play had four
simultaneous productions in New York City
alone (including one in German and another
in Yiddish). Moln6r's personal life also invited
drama. In 1906, the playwright married the
gifted journalist Margit V6szi (the daughter of
his editor at Budapest Napl6, and with whom
he had one child, M6rta). However, he was
soon enmeshed in a liaison with The Devil's
Budapest leading lady, Ir6n Varsiinyi-an affair
that led to the actress's industrialist husband
challenging Molniir to a much-publicized duel.

Moln6r began his career as a joumalist ancl workcd
as a correspondent at the front during WWl, while
continuin8 to write plays.

Molniir's career, as both playwright and
director, continued to flourish in thc 1910's
across continental Europe. Thc folk play
Liliom (1909; to be prescntcd as a Mint
Further Reading on February 23rd) opened
as a "noiseless flop" (in Molniir's words) in
Budapest. Accustomed to Molnitr's comedies,
audiences were confoundcd by its bold mix
of poetic fantasy, psychological realism, and
social critique. Howcvcr, Liliom received,
immense acclaim four ycars later in its Vienna
premiere. The Hungalian premieres of The
Guardsman (1910) and The Tale of the Wolf
(1912) were followcd by productions of these
plays in Paris, Bcrlin, and New York, among
other cities.

The onset of World War I turned Moln6r's
efforts toward war correspondence. Despite
Austria-Hungary's status as an enemy of
the Allies, Molnirr's balanced and humane
observations of thc war (collected in The
Diary of a L[ar Correspondent) eamed the
distinction ol' publication in The New York
Ti m e s. W l'nlc Molnilr's fantasy-streaked drama
The llhite Cloud (1916) similarly confronted
the devastation of WWI, other plays evoked
a peacetime vision of Budapest. These works
included Fashions for Men, which, as UriJohn
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